
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
April 2, 2024 

CONTACT: James Nye 
269.598.4248 
james@nyeadvisors.com 
   

Gun Lake Casino’s Sal Semola Named  
“Best of The Best” in Gaming and Hospitality 

Bentley Price Associates Recognizes Semola’s Industry Accomplishments  

(Wayland, Mich.) – Today, Gun Lake Casino (GLC) proudly announced its CEO, Sal Semola, has 
been selected to the prestigious “Best of The Best” list in gaming and hospitality.  The 
recognition comes from Bentley Price Associates, a worldwide executive sourcing specialist in 
the hospitality industry for nearly five decades.    

The “Best of the Best” list recognizes executive leaders in the hospitality and casino gaming 
industry, regardless of the organization’s size. Peers nominate candidates, and their ad hoc 
committee selects them based on their demonstrated ability to lead throughout their careers. 
The committee considers new candidates monthly and makes a final decision each quarter.  

Bentley Price Associates honored Semola with the award, noting his many years of experience 
and accomplishments. His career began almost 50 years ago as a dishwasher and he has spent 
the last 25 years as a top-level executive who has been involved with significant casino resort 
properties throughout the United States.    

Semola has earned several other awards, including the Eastern Division of the Casino 
Management Association “Gaming Professional of the Year” and the University of Nevada-
Las Vegas William F. Harrah College of Hotel Administration “Industry Executive of the 
Year.”  In 2021, the Grand Rapids Business Journal recognized Semola as the Newsmaker of 
the Year.   
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In 2017, the Gun Lake Tribe hired Semola as President and COO of Gun Lake Casino. This 
was the first executive hired to take over from the Tribe’s management company upon the 
contract's expiration. 
 
In the spring of 2022, Semola was named CEO of Gun Lake Casino following his successful 
leadership of GLC’s Phase 4 expansion, which opened in September 2021. The expansion 
brought three new restaurants and enhanced live entertainment. Semola’s leadership was 
instrumental in navigating the difficulties presented by the COVID-19 pandemic and the 
resulting shutdowns and social distancing measures.   
 
Semola is now leading the Phase 5 expansion, slated to open in spring 2025. The project 
includes a four-diamond 252-room, 15-story hotel tower with a spa and meeting space. The 
hotel resort will also showcase a 32,000-square-foot entertainment dome boasting year-
round 80-degree weather and three separate indoor swimming pools.     
 
To read more about Sal Semola’s selection to Bentley Price Associates’ Best of The Best list, 
visit https://bentleyprice.com/sal-semola.  
 

 

### 

About Gun Lake Casino 
Gun Lake Casino, a premier gaming and entertainment destination, is located off Exit 61 on U.S. 131, 
halfway between Grand Rapids and Kalamazoo. Gun Lake Casino has begun a $300-million expansion 
which features a 252-room 4-diamond hotel, a full-service spa, meeting space, additional dining options, 
and multiple swimming pools inside the Wawyé Oasis, a 32,000-square-foot glass atrium, all scheduled 
to open by Spring 2025.  
  
Currently, the casino offers a variety of thrilling gaming options, including 2,300 state-of-the-art slot 
machines, over 50 table games, a live poker room, a modern sportsbook, and keno. Gun Lake Casino is 
comprised of high-quality dining amenities, including Shkodé Chophouse with a contemporary take on 
American cuisine, CBK (Craft·Bar·Kitchen) inspired by the brewery culture in Michigan, 131 Sportsbar & 
Lounge with over 6,500 square feet of meeting space, and over 1,000 square feet of viewing surface for 
panoramic views of live event, and Harvest Buffet featuring fresh ingredients, cooked to order. 
 
Gun Lake Casino is owned by the Match-E-Be-Nash-She-Wish Band of Pottawatomi Indians. Gun Lake 
Casino is committed to giving back by seeking opportunities to improve the quality of life in the 
community in which it serves. We believe it is a privilege and responsibility to help build and maintain a 
positive and healthy community. For more information, visit www.gunlakecasino.com. 
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